SIR THOMAS GRESHAM

by R. H. MOTTRAM

)T1HE name of Sir Thomas Gresham is conspicuous
JL among the number of those who have been an
ornament to the land which gave them birth and a
blessing to the age in which they lived. His life was
at once so actively and so usefully spent that, had he
left no other memorial of himself than the space he
occupies on the page of the historian, his career would
have been far from an uninteresting subject of literary
enquiry; but when we consider, besides, how greatly
he adorned and enriched the metropolis of this country,
he appears to possess a peculiar claim on our attention;
and it seems but natural that we should desire to be-
come better acquainted with his personal history and
character/*
Such are the opening sentences of The Life and Times of
Sir Thomas Greskam, Kid., Founder of ike Royal Exchange., which
John William Burgon (whose birth in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean had perhaps led him to notice the effect of English
trade on the Levant) finished compiling in Brunswick Square
on July 12, 1839. The genesis of the book was in an Essay
which won a competition instituted by William Taylor
Gopeland, Esq., M.P., Lord Mayor in 1836. Burgon's
Essay won the " premium " offered, although it exceeded
the condition that it should be susceptible of ** public recita-
tion within the limits of half an hour." The Rev. George
Cecil Renouard, BJX, Rector of Swanscombe, Kent, pub-
Ecly read " such portions as seemed best adapted, at the
Mansion House, on i4th May 1836-" At first there seemed
no chance of its being published, but the burning of the
second Royal Exchange in 1838 revived interest in the
subject, and Burgon having added considerably to his